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Syrian refugees take notes during their vocational ESL class at the International Rescue Committee center in San Diego
on Aug. 31, 2016. (Frederic J. Brown/AFP/Getty Images)

An executive order signed Jan. 27 by President Donald Trump suspends refugee
admissions for 120 days while security procedures are reviewed, though the resettlement
of persecuted religious minorities may continue during this time on a case-by-case basis.
Under the plan, the maximum number of refugees allowed into the U.S. in fiscal 2017 will
likely decline from 110,000 to 50,000. Separately, admission of Syrian refugees will be

suspended pending a revision of security screening measures.
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About 3 million refugees have been resettled in the U.S. since Congress passed the Refugee
Act of 1980, which created the Federal Refugee Resettlement Program and the current
national standard for the screening and admission of refugees into the country.

This is not the first time U.S. refugee admissions have been stopped. After the 2001
terrorist attacks, the U.S. largely suspended refugee resettlement for three months while
security measures were examined. Today, the refugee admissions process can take up to 18
to 24 months, and includes a review of applications by the State Department and other
federal agencies, in-person interviews, health screenings and, for many, cultural
orientations.

Here are key facts from our research about refugees entering the United States:

Historically, the total number of refugees coming to the U.S. has fluctuated

along with global events and U.S. priorities. From 1990 to 1995, an average of
about 112,000 refugees arrived in the U.S. each year, with many coming from the former
Soviet Union. However, refugee admissions dropped off to fewer than 27,000 in 2002
following the terrorist attacks in 2001. This number has since trended up.
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The shifting origins of refugees to the U.S. over time

Number of refugees admitted to the [.S., by region of origin of principal applicant and fiscal year

1975 Indochina Migration and 1989 .S raises 2004 50% of overall admitted 2008 Burmese and
Refuges Assistance Act results in quotas on Soviet refugees in 2004 were from Bhutansse were
increased refugees from Vietnam refugess Somalia, Cuba and Laos granted refuges status
1980 1.5, Refugee Act 1999 |1.5. accepts B EUROPE
of 1980 raises overall refugees from W ASIA
guotas for refugees Kosavo B LATIM AMERICA
B AFRICA
20} thousand
15.'] T T L T
1.|:|.|:|. T IO O 0 TN 1 b0 o 1 T T TN L T T T N T TN N L Lt
ED N T o r s B Y AR EFE T EE T ANRR R ORREREOYF POPOMPPPMTCTTY " BEMFMMODEMT O R R YTYEE R Y MMM
1975 1980 1885 1930 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 17

Source: Refugee Processing Center, 19752016,

MNote: Data do not include special immigrant visas and certain humanitarian parole entrants, Does not include refugees
admitted under the Private Sector Initiative. Europe includes fomer Soviet Union states. Asia includes Middle Eastemn and
Morth African countries. Africa includes sub-Saharan Africa, but also Sudan and South Sudan. Latin America includes
Caribbean. Data for fiscal 2017 are through Dec. 31, 2016; fiscal 2017 began Oct. 1, 2016.

FEW RESEARCH CENTER

The U.S. admitted 84,995 refugees in the fiscal year ending in September

2016, the most in any year during the Obama administration. An additional
31,143 refugees have been admitted to the U.S. from Oct. 1 through Jan. 24, including
more than 1,136 refugee admissions since Trump became president on Jan. 20. Though
refugee admissions would drastically drop under Trump’s proposal, the U.S. had been on
pace to reach the Obama administration’s goal of admitting 110,000 refugees in fiscal

2017, which would have been the highest number since 1994.

In fiscal 2016, the highest number of refugees from any nation came from the
Democratic Republic of Congo. The Congo accounted for 16,370 refugees followed
by Syria (12,587), Burma (aka Myanmar, with 12,347), Iraq (9,880) and Somalia (9,020).
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Over the past decade, the largest numbers of refugees have come from Burma (159,692)
and Iraq (135,643).

U.S. admits its highest number of Muslim refugees
on record In fiscal 2016

Number of refugees entering the U5, by religious affiliation
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Mote: “Other religions” include Hindus, Buddhists, Jews and other religions. Data
do not include special immigrant visas and certain humanitarian parcle entrants.

Fiscal years are Oct. 1 through Sept. 30 each year.
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Oct. 3, 20186.
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4 Nearly 39,000 Muslim refugees entered the U.S. in fiscal 2016, the highest

number on record, according to a Pew Research Center analysis of data from the
State Department’s Refugee Processing Center. Muslims made up nearly half (46%) of
refugee admissions, a higher share than for Christians, who accounted for 44% of refugees
admitted. Muslims exceeded Christians on this measure for the first time since 2006,
when a large number of Somali refugees entered the U.S. From fiscal years 2002 to 2016,
the U.S. admitted 399,677 Christian refugees and 279,339 Muslim refugees, meaning that
46% of all refugees who have entered the U.S. during this time have been Christian while
32% have been Muslim.

2 California, Texas and New York resettled nearly a quarter of all refugees
in fiscal 2016, together taking 20,738 refugees. Other states that received at least
3,000 refugees included Michigan, Ohio, Arizona, North Carolina, Washington,
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Pennsylvania and Illinois. By contrast, Arkansas, the District of Columbia and Wyoming

each resettled fewer than 10 refugees. Delaware and Hawaii took in no refugees.

The U.S. public has seldom approved of accepting large numbers of refugees.

In October 2016, 54% of registered voters said the U.S. does not have a responsibility

to accept refugees from Syria, while 41% said it does. There was a wide partisan gap on this

measure, with 87% of Trump supporters saying the U.S. doesn’t have a responsibility to

accept Syrians, compared with only 27% of Clinton supporters who said the same. U.S.

public opinion polls from previous decades show Americans have largely opposed

admitting large numbers of refugees from countries where people are fleeing war and

oppression.

Over the Decades, American Public Generally Hasn't Welcomed Refugees
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Ethnic Albanians, 1999
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Note: This is an update of a post originally published on Jan. 27, 2017.
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